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INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO SCA-01 L-03 /020 W 

055117 031312Z/43 

R021445Z SEP 77 
FM AMCONSUL TANGIER 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3736 
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UNCLAS TANGIER 0296 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CDES (CHARLES, RUTH B.) 

EUBJ: ESTATE OF RUTH B. CHARLES 

REF.: STATE 201355 

1 . CONOFF IS AWARE OF HIS RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER U.S. LAW TO 
ACT AS PROVISIONAL CONSERVATOR OF THE ESTATE OF A DECEASED 
AMCIT. HOWEVER. IN A NOTE DATED AUGUST 5. 1977, RESPONDING 
TO AN EMBASSY INQUIRY CONCERNING THE EXERCISE OF 

THOSE RIGHTS UNDER MOROCCAN LAW, THE GOM REPLIED THAT SINCE 
THE USG RELINQUISHED, ON OCTOBER 6, 1956, CONSULAR JURISDICTION 
ACCORDED BY THE 1836 TREATY OF MEKNES, THE GOM IS RESPONSIBLE, 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH VIENNA CONSULAR CONVENTION, FOR THE DISPO- 
SITION OF THE ESTATE OF A DECEASED AMCIT. NOTE CONTINUED. 

WITH REFERENCE TO GOM DECREE OF AUGUST 12, 1913, RELATING TO 
THE CIVIL RIGHTS OF FOREIGNERS IN MOROCCO THAT LOCAL COURT, 

THEREFORE, SHOULD RECEIVE A WRITTEN POWER OF ATTORNEY FROM THE 
NOK OF THE DECEASED APPOINTING THE CONGEN PROVISIONAL 
CONSERVATOR BEFORE THE EFFECTS OF THE DECEASED COULD BE RELEASED 
TO THE CUSTODY OF THE CONGEN. 

2. BASED ON ABOVE, CONOFF REQUESTED TOMPKINS TO PROVIDE POWER 
OF ATTORNEY APPOINTING CONGEN PROVISIONAL CONSERVATR. FURTHER 
INVESTIGATION HOWEVER REVEALS THAT POWER OF ATTORNEY BY 
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ITSELF WILL NOT DELIVER SUFFICIENT AUTHORITY. ACCORDING TO 
PROCUREUR DE ROI OF TANGIER COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE (SIMILAR 
TO U.S. DISTRICT ATTORNEY) POWER OF ATTORNEY FROM TOMPKINS 
WOULD ONLY BE RECOGNIZED AFTER RECEIPT OF LEGAL EVIDENCE 
(LETTERS TESTAMENTARY) FROM U.S. COURT DESIGNATING TOMPKINS 
AS HEIR OR EXECUTOR OF AUNT'S WILL. FOR CONSIDERATION BY TANGIER 
COURT TOMPKINS' LETTERS TESTAMENTARY MUST BE SUBMITTEDCN 
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FRENCH OR ARABIC LANGUAGE AND NOTARIZED BY MOROCCAN CONSUL 
IN NEW YORK. POWER OF ATTORNEY, NOTARIZED BY MOROCCAN CONSUL, 
APPOINTING CONGEN PROVISIONAL CONSERVATOR MUST ALSO BE IN 
FRENCH OR ARABIC. (FYI: PROCEDURES OUTLINED ABOVE, USING 
LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION FROM U.S. COURT, SHOULD ALSO BE 
FOLLOWED IN INTESTATE DEATH. SINCE UNDER MOROCCAN LAW THE 
DISPOSITION OF THE ESTATE OF A DECEASED FOREIGNER IS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAWS OF THE DECEADENT'S COUNTRY OF 
NATIONALITY, LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION OR LETTERS TESTAMENTARY, 
ISSUED BY A U.S. COURT AND SUBMITTED AS DESCRIBED ABOVE, 

WOULD BE CONSIDERED OPERABLE EVEN IF THE NOK OF THE DECEASED 
IS RESIDENT IN MOROCCO. END FYI.) 

3. LOCAL PROBATE OR ADJUDICATION OF INTESTATE CASES IS ALSO 
POSSIBLE. HOWEVER, LOCAL COURT MUST FIRST RECEIVE CERTIFIED 
LEGAL INTERPRETATIONS OF ESTATE AND INHERITANCE LAWS OF THE 
U.S. STATE THAT WOULD HAVE HAD JURISDICTION IF THE ESTATE 
HAD BEEN ADJUDICATED IN THE U.S. 

4. WHEN THERE IS NO WILL AND NOK ARE UNKNOWN OR WHEN NOK 
OR EXECUTOR DO NOT WISH TO PROBATE WILL, LOCAL COURT PAYS 
LEGALLY ADMITTED DEBTS OF DECEDENT FROM THE RESOURCES OF 
THE ESTATE. FOLLOWING SETTLEMENT OF DEBTS AND BURIAL 
EXPENSES BALANCE OF ESTATE, IF ANY, BECOMES THE PROPERTY 
OF THE GOM. 
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5. IN TELECON OF AUGUST 25, 1977, TOMPKINS PROMISED TO SEND 
POWER OF ATTORNEY APPOINTING CONGEN PROVISIONAL CONSERVATOR. 
HE ALSO PROMISED TO SEND NOTARIZED INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING 
DISPOSAL OF ESTATE FOR CONGEN TO IMPLEMENT UPON ISSUANCE 
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY. HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF TOMPKINS’ DISINTEREST 
IN HIS AUNT'S ESTATE AND THE COMPLICATIONS OF U.S. OR LOCAL 
PROBATE, HE MAY NOW WISH TO LEAVE SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE TO GOM. 
PLEASE ASK HIM TO INFORM US OF HIS INTENTIONS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

6. IN LETTER DATED AUGUST 23, 1977, TOMPKINS WAS INFORMED 
THAT CONOFF HAD IN HIS CUSTODY SEVERAL ITEMS OF HIS AUNT'S 
EFFECTS, INCLUDING AN INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDER FOR DOLS 500. 
PLEASE INFORM TOMPKINS THAT MONEY ORDER, NUMBER 5761, WAS 
ISSUED BY RIGGS NATIONAL BANK, WASHDC, ON AUGUST 10, 1977. 
HOWEVER, AS ANTICIPATED IN OUR LETTER, LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
INSTRUCTED CONOFF TO RELEASE MONEY ORDER AND OTHER ITEMS 

TO CUSTODY OF COURT. THIS WAS DONE, WITH EMBASSY CONCURRENCE, 
ON AUGUST 29, 1977. ALSO INFORM TOMPKINS THAT MRS. CHARLES 
WAS BURIED AUGUST 31, 1977, WITH CATHOLIC SERVICES. FOREIGN 
SERVICE REPORT OF DEATH AND ACCOUNTING OF FUNDS DEPOSITED 
WITH SCS BEING FORWARDED. 
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7. STATUS OF 1836 TREATY OF MEKNES AND U.S. CONSULAR 
JURISDICTION IN MOROCCO WILL BE ADDRESSED IN SEPTEL BY 
EMBASSY. DITTMER 
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